German; the language used by his Art is directed to men, to the men of the future however.
XI.
But Wagner is no Utopian. No Golden Age, no cloudless sky is ordained for those future generations, for which his instinct makes him hope, and whose approximate traits can be divined from the cryptic characters of his Art. Neither will superhuman goodness and perfect justice extend over the plains of the future as a constant bow of promise. But the generations of the future will be more genuine.
Then men will say that passion is better than stoicism or hypocrisy; that to be honest even in doing wrong is better than losing one's self out of regard for the accepted system of morals; that the man who is free can be good just as well as wicked, but that the man who is not free is a disgrace to nature; in short, that he who wishes to be free must become so by his own effort, and that liberty does not fall into any one's lap as a miraculous gift. Such a world will indeed have need of Art. Wagner's Art will give it satisfaction and deliverance, through Love, which is the motive of all his works.